
 

 

 
 

Happy Bertie. 

Following on from their successful series on Charles Haughey last year, RTE are screening a 

similar four part documentary series on the life and times of former Taoiseach Bertie Ahern. 

Eponymously titled ñBertieò, the new series started on air last Monday night with an average 

601,000 (14.6 Tvrs) people tuning in to watch, making it the fifth highest watched programme on 

television last week. Pat Kenny returned to his Late Late Show hot seat last Friday night and 

pulled in an impressive 645,000 (15.6 Tvrs) viewers in the process. With the world in financial 

turmoil and the Americans about to go the polls to vote for a new president, itôs probably no 

surprise that the Nine OôClock news on RTE One last Sunday night was the highest watched 

programme on TV last week with 692,000 (16.8 Tvrs) viewers. According to Nielsen Media 

Research, the top ten rating programmes (any day / any time - best episode) on television last 

week (28
th
 Oct ï 3

rd
 Nov) were as follow: 

 

Top ten rating TV programmes 28
th
 Oct ï 3

rd
 Nov 08 ï National Individuals:

 

 

Rank Programme Channel Day Avr.Tvr  Avr 000ôs % Share 

1 Nine Oôclock News RTE 1 Sun 16.8 692 42.2% 

2 The Late Late Show RTE 1 Fri 15.6 645 46.5% 

3 Coronation Street TV3 Mon 15.3 633 40.4% 

4 Fair City RTE 1 Tue 14.9 614 38.9% 

5 Bertie RTE 1 Mon 14.6 601 37.8% 

6 Killinaskully RTE 1 Sun 14.3 588 34.6% 

7 Eastenders RTE 1 Thu 14.1 582 41.2% 

8 Six One News RTE 1 Wed 13.9 575 44.9% 



9 The Clinic RTE 1 Sun 13.2 545 36.0% 

10 Desperate Housewives RTE 2 Tue 12.9 533 33.2% 

 

(Source: Precision media / AGB Nielsen Media Research ï Any day any time ï best episode - excludes programmes 

less than 5 minutes in duration) 

 

 

The Apprentice peaks with 369,000 viewers. 

Weôre in the final stretch of The Apprentice series on TV3 with only five episodes remaining. A 

peak 369,000 (8.9 Tvrs) people tuned in to watch Bill Cullen fire 33yr old sales director Joanna 

Murphy leaving only seven candidates remaining to fight it out for the coveted job and 

accompanying ú100,000 salary. The final instalment of the series is scheduled to air on 8
th
 

December  

 

The Apprentice ï viewing figures ó000s (all individuals) 
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(Source: Nielsen Media Research / Precision Media) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New study says TV and Internet are friends, not enemies. 

A new report conducted in America by the reputable research company Nielsen has found that 

television viewing and video streaming are complementary activities as against the widely held 

belief that they are both competing activities. As part of the study, Nielsen electronically 

measured both television and internet usage in peopleôs homes. According to the results, the 

heaviest users of the internet are also among the heaviest viewers of television. The top fifth of 

internet users spend more than 250 minutes per day watching television, compared to 220 



minutes of television viewing by people who donôt use the internet. Nielsen also found that 

nearly 31% of in-home internet activity takes place while the user is watching television.  

 

 

Political ad spend to reach $2.5 billion in America for 2008. 

According to various media analysts, the total spend on political advertising in America this year 

is likely to top $2.5 billion which is a record breaking amount of money. In 2006, candidates 

spent an estimated $2.4 billion on political advertising, compared to the then-record of $1.7 

billion during the 2004 campaign. Earlier this year, many analysts were predicting that 2008 

political advertising spending could hit a record $3 billion. However, several factors combined to 

push the numbers below where forecasters expected, not least the failing economy which 

affected potential donors and their expected contributions.  

 

 

Some useful dates ï November 08: 

 

Date: Event: 

Nov 2
nd

  Brazilian Grand Prix 

Nov 4
th
  Horse Racing ï Melbourne Cup 

Nov 5
th
 ï 9th Waterford Film Festival 

Nov 6
th
 ï 9th Toys for Big Boys Show ï RDS 

Nov 8
th
  Rugby Union ï Ireland vrs Canada 

Nov 9
th
  Lighting of Christmas Tree ï OCS Dublin 

Nov 11
th
  Veterans Day in the USA 

Nov 15
th
  Rugby Union ï Ireland vrs New Zealand 

Nov 18
th
 Rugby Union ï Munster vrs New Zealand 

Nov 19
th
  Soccer ï Ireland vrs Poland (Friendly) 

Nov 21
st
 ï 23

rd
  Tennis ï Davis Cup Final 

Nov 22
nd

  Rugby Union ï Ireland vrs Argentina 

Nov 25
th
 ï 26

th
  Soccer ï Champions League Match 5 

Nov 27
th
  Thanksgiving ï USA 

Nov 28
th
 ï 30th Patrick Kavanagh Weekend ï Inniskeen 

 

 

 

Media jargon buster ï Average Quarter-Hour Rating (AQH) :  

A term used in broadcast media. It is the audience estimate reported by Nielsen for television and 

JNLR for radio. It provides the average number of persons or households who watch or listen 

across a 15 minute time segment  

 



 

Take Five Trivia:  

Did you know that? 

1. Barack Obama was born in Honolulu, Hawaii on August 4
th
, 1961.  

2. Barack Obamaôs middle name is Hussein.  

3. Barack Obama is left-handed 

4. Barack Obamaôs height is 1.87m (6ô 1 İ ñ) 

5. Barack Obama is the only African-American currently serving in the U.S. Senate. 

 

     

 

The Finishing Line: 

ñIn America, anyone can become president. Thatôs one of the risks you takeò ï (Adlai E. 

Stevenson Jnr.) 

 

 

If you no longer wish to receive a copy of this newsletter then please select the link below.  

 

There is no need to fill in any detail on the e-mail created. On receipt we will remove your name 

from the list of recipients: 

Unsubscribe@precisionmedia.ie 

 

Should you have any problems with this link then just send any e-mail to  

Unsubscribe@precisionmedia.ie and we will remove your name. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Orla Fitzpatrick, 

Precision Media, 
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